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This disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1 .97 & 1 .98 is submitted before the 
first Office Action in order that the Patent and Trademark Office may consider the 
relevancy of certain information to the invention described and claimed in the subject 
application, and in compliance with the regulations concerning information disclosure 
statements. Enclosed are copies of the following: 

a) the Search Report received in the corresponding application pending in 



the European Patent Office; and an English language translation 
thereof; and 
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GROUP NO.: 1711 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97fb) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class meul in an 
enveloped addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-145 0 3/09/04 



Date 



Lvndanne M. Whalen. Reo. No. 29.457 




March 9, 2004 



Date 



b) the foreign documents cited by the European Patent Office in the 
Search Report listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 

This Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, that additional information material to 
the examination of this application does not exist, that any reference mentioned 
herein constitutes prior art, or that the references listed, severally or in any 
combination with one another or with any other information, are believed to render 
any claim in the subject application prima facie unpatentable. 
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CLASS 
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TRANSLATION 
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AL 


198 58 906 


06/15/00 
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OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date. Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 
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EXAMINER Initial If references considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609: Draw line through if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Neither English Language Equivalent nor an English Language Translation is available. 



